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STUDENT  DISTRICT 


The  Massachusetts  Student  District  is 
having  a  successful  year  under  the  able 
leadership  of  Gil  Sellars.  We  were  very 
fortunate  in  having  Dr.  Louis  Anapolle 
speak  at  the  meeting.  His  talk  on  "Let's 
be  more  optimistic  Optometrists"  was  a 
guiding  light  to  the  group  at  this  time  of 
the  year.  An  interesting  fact  brought  out 
by  Dr.  Anapolle  was  "Optometry's  Pur- 
pose" which  was  officially  voted  on  by  Con- 
gress by  this  year. 

Mr.  Redding  from  Stryker  and  Redding 
Insurance  Agency  and  Mr.  Burdick  from 
Listtul,  Burdick  Inc.  were  present  at  the 
December  meeting  to  give  the  members  an 
informative  preview  of  various  insurance 
policies  available  to  optometrists  including 
the  Major  Medical  Expense  Plan  associated 
with  the  Massachusetts  Society  of  Opto- 
metrist. 

Dr.  John  Quinn  from  the  Massachusetts 
State  Boards  was  our  most  recent  speaker. 
He  described  to  us  the  functions  of  the 
State  Boards.  He  also  talked  about  Nation- 
al Boards  and  gave  us  some  practical 
points. 

The  students  were  invited  to  the  recent 
New  England  Council  of  Optometry  Con- 
gress at  the  Hotel  Statler.  This  is  only 
one   of   the   many  benefits  of  joining  the 


society  which  are  offered  to  the  members  of 
our  society. 

Our  warmest  thanks  are  extended  to  Dr. 
McDermott  who  has  been  instrumental  in 
obtaining  such  excellent  speakers.  Future 
meetings  will  include  talks  on  O.E.P.  and 
Industrial  Vision  also. 


-me  FiC5T  oxae  moutm  iu  Pexiice- 


RESEARCH   CLUB 

n  f. 


A  new  organization  was  founded  at  M.C.O. 
on  Tuesday,  March  29.  The  Research  Club 
of  M.C.O.  was  founded  to  investigate  and 
stimulate  interests  in  Optometry,  where 
additional  information  is  needed,  or  suffici- 
ent information  is  lacking.  Officers  elected 
at  this  meeting  were: 

Chairman  —  Victor  Wolmer 
Vice-Chairman  —  Michael  Consiglio 
Secretary  —  Robert  F.  Agranov 
Dr.  Harold  C.  Cline  will  act  as  the  group's 
advisor. 

Before  any  project  is  undertaken  by  dif- 
ferent sections,  it  will  be  presented  to  the 
main  group  to  keep  everyone  informed  as  to 
what  is  going  on.  All  projects  when  started 
and  when  completed  will  be  on  file  with  the 
Secretary.  A  good  showing  was  experienced, 
with  about  one-third  of  the  student  body 
turning  out  for  the  meeting. 
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Visual  Acuity  Report  On  Eye  Disorders 


by  SHELDON  STRAUSS 


A  special  report  headlined  Eye  Disorders, 
Under  Patterns  of  Diseases,  was  recently 
formulated  and  presented  publicly  by  Parke, 
Davis  &  Co.  This  report  with  its  accompany- 
ing" statistics  is  of  major  significance  to  the 
Optometrist,  especially  conspicuous  in  this 
publication  is  the  fact  that  each  year,  nearly 
30,000  Americans  became  blind. 

Causative  factors  involved  in  these  30,000 
cases  are  General  Diseases  16%,  Diabetes 
8%,  Vascular  diseases  7%,  and  others  1%. 

General  diseases  claim  about  6,300.  Infec- 
tious diseases  will  be  responsible  for  some 
1,300  cases.  This  constitutes  10%.  Sub- 
divisions are  syphilis  4%,  Trachome  0.5%, 
Ophtralmia  Neonatorum  0.5%,  and  others 
0.5%.  Neonatorium  is  a  gonorrheal  infec- 
tion of  the  eyes  of  infants  caused  by  the 
gram  negative  bacteria,  bacteria  gono- 
coccus.  In  Massachusetts  it  is  mandatory 
for  every  newborn  to  be  administered  with  a 
few  drops  of  2%  silver  nitrate  solution  or 
5%  protargol  solution  in  their  eyes  as  a 
preventive  measure. 

Neoplasms  1%,  poisonings  3%,  heredity 
4%,  and  trauma  5%  are  other  contributing 
factors.  In  trauma  and  poisonings,  the 
higher  toll  of  blindness  is  among  men 
(9.2%)  as  opposed  to  women  (3.1%).  And 
diabetes,  for  example  was  the  cause  of  blind- 
ness in  6%  of  women  but  only  2.3%  o  men 
in  one  state. 

Diseases  of  undetermined  etiology  produce 
38%  of  blindness  in  Americans,  of  which 
senile  cataract  is  18%  glaucoma  13%,  and 
other  7%.  Glaucoma  has  a  higher  incidence 
among  females. 

The  high  incidence  of  associated  diseases 
among  patients  with  subclinical  glaucoma 
suggests  that  common  underlying  diseases 
may  play  a  role  in  pathogenesis.  The  dis- 
eases,, referred  to  as  underlying  mechanisms 
which  plays  a  role  in  glaucoma  are:  1) 
arteriosclerosis  (out  of  66  cases,  63.5%); 
2)  hypertension  (out  of  52  cases,  49%);  3) 
arthritis  (out  of  28  cases  26.9%) ;  4)  syphilis 
(out  of  20  cases,  19.2%).  One  person  in  50 
over  40  years  of  age  possesses  undected 
glaucoma. 


Interesting  is  the  fact  that  from  a  study 
of  18,000  industrial  workers,  not  including 
those  wearing  safety  glasses  or  other  means 
of  safety  devices,  the  following  vocations  are 
cited  and  the  %  wearing  glasses  enumerated : 
1)  clinical  and  administrative  —  51%;  2) 
near  point  assembly,  inspectors,  draftsmen 
—  50.8%;  3)  skilled  craftsmen,  technical 
help  —  42.2%;  4)  routine  production  jobs  — 
35.4%;  5)  unskilled  labor  —  31.6%;  6) 
drivers  of  mobile  equipment  —  27.2%. 

Various  estimates  place  garment  workers 
such  as  stitchers  etc.,  as  first  in  the  list  of 
visually  defective  persons  who  require 
glasses.  Farmers  and  laborers  are  considered 
those  least  in  need  of  visual  care.  Steno- 
graphers, housewives,  students  and  printers 
are  other  occupations  in  which  the  percent- 
age of  those  wearing  glasses  is  higher. 

Poor  vision  and  blindness  ranks  fourth  in 
the  list  of  disabilities  in  the  United  States. 
Only  impairments  of  hearing,  of  the  limbs, 
back  and  trunk  and  of  the  lower  extremities 
outrank  eye  disorders  in  chronic  or  perma- 
nent residual  effects  of  diseases  or  injury 
involving  the  skeletal  system  and  the  special 
senses. 

(Continued  on  page  11) 
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PAGE  FOUR 


JUNIOR'S  AT  LARGE 


We  find  the  junior  class,  mad  at  Southall, 
disgusted  with  calipering,  fingers  numb  from 
Histology,  tired  of  hearing  amblyopic  ques- 
tions, and  completely  out  of  8^4  x  11  un- 
lined  paper,  taking  a  night  off,  enjoying 
some  extra-curricular  activity.  The  first  to 
show  up  at  the  party  was  Bob  Nochimson, 
feeling  very  hurt  because  Don  came  with 
Judy.  Our  host  at  this  end  of  the  party, 
Bruce  Brodsky,  calipers  in  hand,  greeted 
them  at  the  door.  In  walked  George  Cof- 
fin, sporting  a  new  nose,  who  was  immedi- 
ately badgered  by  Bob  Nochimson,  showing 
him  what  a  good  one  looks  like.  Bobby 
Kennedy,  was  already  there,  but  with  a  new 
love,  Lipton  Tea.  Soon  the  apartment  was 
filled  with  the  Junior  classmates  and  dates, 
all  relaxing  and  having  a  good  time.  In 
one  corner,  Bill  Leporati  and  Joe  Donetelle 
were  playing  that  old  Italian  number  game, 
with  Dan  [Murray  kibitzing.  Guy  Labrosse 
was  looking  at  the  refrigerator  and  won- 
dering how  they  got  his  car  into  the  house. 
Paul  Wolcott  was  out  in  the  hall,  decking 
it  with  Holly.  The  big  surprise  of  the 
evening  was  the  entrance  of  Sheila  Abrams 
and  her  new  husband,  Steve  Chasin.  As 
the  party  progressed,  all  we  could  hear  was 
a  strange  voice  calling,  tee-hee  Bunky, 
tee-hee!  Soon  the  refrigerator  was  bare, 
the  ice  melted,  and  since  the  boys  had  to 
pay  their  phone  bill,  the  party  was  moved 
to  Club  1834,  Brookline's  answer  to  the 
Moose  Club. 

Transportation  was  supplied  by  a  fleet 
of  Renaults,  Fiats,  and  Paul  White,  watch- 
ing the  meter  and  doing  his  G.O.  home- 
work   remember  Paul,  he's  going  to 

check  it.  Upon  our  arrival,  we  discovered 
we  had  lost  one  member  of  the  class,  and 
after  a  long  search,  we  found  him  and  his 
Chevy  wrapped  aorund  a  telephone  pool, 
still  wondering  which  way  the  arrow  was 
pointing.  The  class  was  greeted  by  Bob 
Agranov,  sporting  a  deep,  glowing,  Florida 
sun  tan,  trying  to  figure  out  which  pipe  to 
smoke  tonight.  Already  was  Norm  Garber, 
on  the  telephone  with  his  mysterious  caller, 
initials  N.M.;    while    Rick    Kohlman    was 


behind  the  counter  selling  stock  in  Kozy's 
and  Marine  Optical's  Coast  Guard  Cutters, 
all  the  time  wishing  Jack  was  there.  At  the 
food  counter  we  found  Gerry  Fay  dishing 
out  the  goodies  and  wishing  he  was  at  Slen- 
derella's  while  George  Magures  was  still 
pondering  whether  or  not  he  should  be 
drinking  extra-dry  ginger  ale.  We  were 
very  sorry  Vic  Wolmer  was  busy  finding  a 
suitable  tooth  paste  to  go  with  Haidinger's 
Brushes.  George  Bournakel  was  wearing 
his  black  bow-tie  and  calling  every  one  Sir, 
but  good  old  Dana  McCurdy  was  trying 
to  explain  to  him  that  he  need  only  use  Sir 
to  OEPhi  brothers,  not  Jerry  Sandburg 
and  Ruby  Margulis,  who  was  lost  without 
his  bosom  buddy,  Harvey.  By  this  time, 
everyone  was  feeling  quite  light  headed, 
except  Tom  Greenberg,  who  left  Marge 
home  and  brought  his  partable  Thermofax 
machine  (or  is  it  an  instrument)  instead; 
and  Ed  Trecartin  who  was  extremely  wor- 
ried over  the  disappearance  of  Opel.  On 
the  otherhand,  Shelley  Strauss  was  still 
ranting  because  OEPhi  beat  the  other 
Fraternity  by  only  6  points.  We  were  sorry 
that  Don  Saferstein  had  to  leave  early,  but 
how  many  times  can  his  wife  fall  off  the 
roof  and  not  get  hurt.  After  everyone  had 
left,  we  found  Ronny  Tyroler  living  up  to 
his  5000  year  of  heritage  by  picking  up 
empty  beer  cans,  hoping  to  sell  them  for 
scrap  while  in  a  corner,  the  two  angels, 
Bruce  and  Bob,  were  asking  for  quiet,  as 
they  figured  out  better  ways  to  humor  our 
readers.  Happy  finals  .  .  .  don't  sweat  the 
small  stuff. 


SERVICE  —  Giving  of  yourself  —  many 
times  to  things  and  activities,  not  directly 
concerned  with  the  practice  of  optometry. 
You  must  give  to  your  patients  all  the  help 
possible  in  the  care  of  their  visual  problems, 
you  must  give  to  your  community  the  abil- 
ities you  possess  in  making  it  a  pleasant  and 
decent  place  to  live,  and  you  must  give  to 
the  national  government  your  fidelity  as  a 
citizen. 


HAIDINGER  BRUSHES 


TO 


The  Entopic  Phenomenon  of  Haidinger's 
Brushes  was  first  discovered  by  Wilhelm 
Karl  Von  Haidinger  and  published  in  a  series 
of  articles  in  1844.  Since  then,  it  has  been 
of  interest  to  many  investigators,  including 
Helmholtz,  Dimmer  Fortin,  Cogan,  Tscher- 
mak-Seysenegg,  Gordin  and  Goldscmidt.  The 
early  investigators  contributed  little  to  the 
treatment  of  this  phenomenon.  Cogan,  in 
1941,  and  Gording  and  Goldschmidt,  in  ap- 
proximately 1949,  contributed  to  the  more 
modern  consideration  of  the  explanation  of 
Haidinger's  Brushes,  which  will  be  explained 
further. 

Haidinger's  Brushes  were  found  to  be 
very  similar  in  nature  to  the  "yellow  spot" 
of  the  eye.  This  "yellow  spot"  is  an  entoptic 
phenomenon  which  gives  the  appearance  of 
radiating  lines  from  the  center  of  the  macula, 
the  fovea.  This  phenomenon  is  due  to  the 
dichroism  of  the  macula  of  the  retine  and 
particularly  to  Henle's  layer.  It  is  then 
shown  that  Haidinger's  Brushes  represent 
the  "yellow  spot"  after  a  hyperbole  cutting 
of  the  sides  occurred  by  the  polarization  of 
the  entering  light.  Since  the  subtentacular 
fibers  are  arranged  over  the  sensory  ele- 
ments, the  light-sensitive  cells  are  directly 
hit  by  the  residue  of  the  polarizing  light.  As 
the  rotation  of  a  beam  of  polarized  light 
passes  through  this  prelocated  sustentacula!' 
cell  layer  over  the  fovea,  it  is  conceivable 
that  the  sensation  of  a  shadow  formed  on 
the  sensory  elements. 

The  effect  of  the  polarization  upon  the 
"yellow  spot"  of  the  eye  can  be  diagramatic- 
ally  shown  in  the  following  way: 


Figure  A 


Figure  B 


Figure  A  represents  the  "yellow  spot" 
with  its  radiations  projected  from  the  fovea. 
Figure  B  represents  the  "yellow  spot"  as 
seen  when  polarized  light  is  used,  with  its 
optic  axis  vertical.  All  the  radiations  appear 
yellow  when  viewed  upon  a  medium  blue 
background. 

The  phenomenon  of  Haidinger's  Brushes 
is  the  residue  of  polarization  and  can  be 
seen  when  polarized  light  enters  the  eye. 
They  appear  as  two  sets  of  yellow  and  blue 
brushes  at  right  angles  to  each  other.  These 
brushes  take  the  form  of  spindle  shaped 
objects,  making  an  angle  of  approximately 
thrue  to  five  degrees.  These  brushes  are 
easily  perceived  by  a  trained  observer  while 
looling  through  a  rotating  piece  of  polaroid 
at  the  blue  sky.  In  this  instance,  the  brushes 
appear  as  yellow  tufts  of  wheat  rotating 
against  the  blue  of  the  sky. 

In  the  development  of  the  apparatus  to 
demonstrate  the  brushes  we  have  found  that 
the  use  of  a  light  blue  filter  and  rotating 
poloroid,  when  looking  at  a  diffuse  light 
source,  produced  the  yellow  brushes.  When 
the  filter  was  changed  to  cobalt  blue  glass, 
the  brushes  appeared  to  be  a  darker  color, 
almost  black.  We  have  found  that  changes 
in  the  speed  of  rotation  influence  the  appear- 
ance of  the  brushes.  Also,  the  distance  of 
observation,  from  the  eye  to  the  point  of 
laxtion  has  an  influence  upon  the  size  of 
the  brushes.  This  change  in  size  is  undoubt- 
edly a  size  constancy  phenomenon. 

We  are  trying  to  develop  an  instrument 
which  will  give  100%  results  in  the  normal 
eye.  At  the  moment,  we  have  had  only 
limited  success  in  this  respect,  with  only 
approximately  40%  of  persons  screened 
giving  favorable  responses.  Until  100%  posi- 
tive results  are  achieved  with  an  instrument, 
no  significant  clinical  value  will  be  obtained. 

It  has  been  shown  that  the  amount  of 
Ammetropia  of  the  healthy  eye  has  no  effect 
on  the  perception  of  these  brushes.  Even 
when  a  20.00  diopter  lens  was  introduced, 
the  brushes  were  seen.  Aphakic  persons  are 
also  able  to  perceive  them  eliminating  the 
old  theory  that  the  lens  produced,  this  effect 


E  SI 


of  Haidinger's  Brushes.  This,  therefore, 
makes  the  test  applicable  to  all  reliable 
patients,  regardless  of  their  error.  Also,  there 
is  no  limit  upon  the  age  or  sex  of  the  patient. 

Thus  far  there  are  two  definite  clinical 
applications  of  this  phenomenon.  One  is  for 
the  detection  and  correction  of  eccentric 
fixation.  The  second  is  the  determination  of 
the  pathological  condition  of  the  macular 
region. 

In  consideration  of  the  first  use,  let  us 
remember  that  when  fixating  upon  an  object, 
the  image  is  placed  upon  the  fovea  by  the 
use  of  the  rotation  of  the  eyes.  In  patients 
with  eccentric  fixation  of  between  one  and 
five  decrees  parofoveolar,  the  brushes,  when 
seen,  will  not  fall  upon  the  point  of  fixation; 
therefore,  this  gives  us  a  method  for  deter- 
mining the  eccentric  fixation  and  its  amount. 
The  use  of  this  phenomenon  as  a  training- 
device  would  be  to  have  the  patient  regard 
these  brushes  and  to  place  them  at  a  point 
of  fixation.  After  this  exercise  of  localization 
and  fixation,  the  patient  would  be  asked  to 
coordinate  hand  and  eye  movements  by 
moving  an  object  to  a  fixed  point  while  ob- 
serving the  brushes  at  the  fixation  point. 
Through  these  training  exercises,  the  use  of 
the  extra  ocular  muscles  to  rotate  the  eye 
so  that  the  image  falls  upon  the  fovea, 
will  be  achieved,  abolishing  the  parfoveal 
fixation. 

In  the  second  clinical  use,  it  is  easily 
shown  that  if  there  is  any  pathological  de- 
generation of  the  macula  region,  mainly 
Henle's  layer,  the  effect  of  Haidinger's 
Brushes,  will  not  appear  because  they  are 
directly  due  to  the  polarization  and  dicrho- 
ism  of  this  area.  In  all  cases  of  Amblyopia, 
it  is  of  great  necessity  to  know  whether  the 
macula  region  is  in  a  state  of  degenaration; 
in  which  case,  visual  training  will  be  of  no 
value.  This  test  makes  the  diagnose  of 
typical  crodioretinitis  centralis  aerosa  rela- 
tively easy  in  cases  in  which  it  previously 
was  over  looked.  Therefore,  all  kinds  of 
ocular  anomanies  and  diseases  of  the  eye 
in  which  there  is  a  participation  of  the 
macula  can  be  detected  in  the  very  early 
stages  of  the  disease,  well  before  any  changes 
in  the  opthalmoscopic  picture  are  evident. 


FRESHMAN   CLASS 
NOTES 


Well,  fellows,  here  we  are  almost  through 
our  first  year  and  still  going  strong.  By 
now  we  have  become  adjusted  to  the  school 
and  know  most  of  the  faculty.  In  just  a 
few  short  months  this  year  will  be  just  a 
memory  with  us  and  we  will  be  at  the  gate 
of  a  bigger  challange,  that  of  our  Sophomore 
year  which  should  prove  to  be  quite  in- 
teresting. 

Since  our  last  meeting  we  have  witnessed 
the  end  of  the  first  semester  complete  with 
a  few  quizzes  which  showed  the  faculty 
exactly  what  they're  up-against.  They 
congenially  responded  by  giving  us  grades 
which  were  pretty  good  as  well  as  fair. 

Seriously  though,  it  appears  now  what 
we  have  a  good  class  which  will  successfully 
pass  through  the  coming  three  years 
together. 

Early  in  the  second  semester  we  witnessed 
two  events  which  will  long  be  remembered 
by  us.  The  first  was  the  annual  school- 
sponsored  dance,  The  Eye  Ball  which  from 
all  indications  was  a  great  hit  with  those 
who  attended.  The  second  spectacular  was 
our  college  winning  the  basketball  cham- 
pionship under  the  very  able  guidance  of 
Dr.  Kuhn.  We  non-players  owe  the  mem- 
bers of  the  team  and  Dr.  Kuhn  a  big  debt 
of  gratitude  for  doing  such  a  stupendous 
job  of  representing  M.C.O.  Maybe  they 
can  repeat  this  next  year  as  the  team  will 
be  exactly  the  same  except  for  one  member. 

The  class  and  myself  extend  our  hearty 
congratulations  to  Arturo  Villerial  of  our 
class  on  his  recent  marriage.  Lots  of  luck 
Art. 

Approaching  us  rapidly  is  the  next  final 
exam  period  so  lets  give  it  all  we've  got 
so  we  can  earn  the  chance  of  seeing  how 
hard  the  second  year  is. 

One  final  word  before  closing,  remember 
it  is  a  waste  of  time  to  fill  out  many  hun- 
dreds of  tags  because  formaldehyde  will 
blur  most  of  them  and  the  few  it  doesn't 
you  won't  remember  anyhow. 

Goodby  and  good  luck  until  we  meet 
a°;ain  in  the  next  issue. 


PI   OMICRON   SIGMA 
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In  between  washing  some  chairs,  we  now 
take  time  out  to  bring  you  up  to  date  on 
the  latest  fraternity  doings.  At  this  writing, 
plans  have  been  completed  for  the  annual 
P.  O.  S.  Banquet,  to  be  held  this  year  at  the 
Cafe  Amalfi  on  Wednesday  evening.  May 
2nd.  If  this  banquet  is  anything  like  the 
one  last  year,  it  should  certainly  turn  out 
to  be  an  unforgettable  night  for  all  attend- 
ing. Members  of  the  faculty  will  be  guests 
of  the  fraternity,  including  Boston's  out- 
standing story  teller.  Dr.  Henry  Cabitt. 

Certificates  will  be  presented  to  the  newly 
initiated  brothers,  and  the  new  slate  of 
officers  will  be  installed.  On  March  29th,  the 
fraternity  held  their  annual  elections  for 
the  coming  year.  The  newly  elected  officers 
are: 

Chancellor  —  Sam  Kornblatt 

Vice-Chancellor  —  Gerry  Sandberg 

Scribe  —  Phil  Friedman 

Guardian  of  the  Exchequer  — 

Harvey  Snetsky 

Corresponding  Secretary  —  Bob  Weber 

Sgt.-at-Arms  —  Milt  Reisman 

A  good  number  of  the  brothers  attended 
the  Eye  Ball  recently,  and  towards  the  end 
of  the  evening,  quite  a  few  were  feeling  no 
pain,  especially  the  boys  at  George  Prevost's 
table,  who  celebrated  with  the  champagne 
"generously  donated"  by  George  and  by 
Jerry  Boll.  Jerry  and  his  wife  won  the 
"statue"  contest  .  .  .  This  requires  nerves  of 
steel,  or  Four  Roses,  whichever  happens  to 
be  closer  by.    What  was  your  secret,  Jerry? 

Everybody  was  having  such  a  good  time 
at  the  Eye  Ball  that  nobody  heard  Dr.  Kozol 
walk  in.  Dr.  Kozol  is  the  out-going  Grand 
Chancellor  of  the  fraternity,  and  we  know 
for  a  fact  that  he  gives  no  special  partiality 
in  class  to  any  of  the  brothers.  In  fact, 
sometimes  we  really  wonder.  .  .  This  year 
we  elected  Dr.  Joe  Svagdys  as  Grand  Chan- 
cellor for  his  continued  interest  in  the  frater- 
nity   affairs.       He    is    also    the    out-going 


Faculty  Advisor.  The  newly-elected  Faculty 
Advisor  is  Dr.  Harold  Cline,  a  man  who,  in 
his  own  special  way,  has  shown  his  interest 
and  concern  for  the  welfare  of  the  students. 
In  fact,  at  last  year's  banquet,  he  suggested 
we  save  the  napkins  for  the  next  time  we 
"take  out  a  sheet  of  paper." 

The  newly-initiated  brothers  who  will  re- 
ceive their  pins  and  certificates  at  the 
banquet  are  Bob  Bartolini,  Ed  Costa.  Paul 
Edelman,  Vic  Gallo,  John  George,  Carl 
Gustafson,  Mort  Kaplan,  Dave  Kuperstein. 
Frank  Levin.  Dick  McGraw,  Milt  Reisman. 
Mike  Consiglio,  Phil  Friedman,  Benny  Lamb- 
ert, Al  Papineau,  Chuck  Phillips,  Tony  Porco, 
Phil  Rubenstein.  Herb  Simons,  and  Dick 
Stabile. 

Brother  Duke  Drucker.  class  of  '59.  and 
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Miss  Fran  Silverman  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  have 
set  a  date  for  July  3rd.  Best  of  luck  to  the 
happy  couple.  A  possible  future  brother  of 
P.  0.  S.  is  schedule  to  make  the  scene  at  the 
Walcott  household  very  shortly.  We'll  be 
waiting  for  the  cigars,  Paul. 

A.  0.  has  requested,  for  their  optical 
museum  at  Southbridge.  Ed  Trecartin's  old 
P-3's.  Ed's  theory  for  halting  the  progression 
of  myopia  is  simply  show  the  eye  that  you 
refuse  to  change  your  Rx  every  six  months, 
and  when  the  eye  realizes  it  is  fighting  a 
losing  bottle,  it  will  lose  its  zest  for  life  com- 
pletely, and  stop  growing  in  axial  length. 
He  calls  it  the  "Psychological  Theory".  Good 
eye-idea  for  your  O.D.  thesis.  Ed. 

Gil  Sellars  came  out  on  the  short  end  of 
the  "debate"  with  Dr.  Hochstadt  over  the 
new  furniture  in  the  fraternity  room.  Actu- 
ally Gil  had  no  choice  in  the  matter.  .  .  it 
was  either  the  chairs  or  the  Hancock  Build- 
ing. 

Congratulations  are  in  order  for  the  out- 
going officers  of  1959-60.  Chancellor  Gil 
Sellars,  Vice-Chancellor  Carroll  Martus, 
Scribe  Rube  Margulis,  Corresponding  Sec'y 
Harv  Leavitt,  Treasurer  Dave  Smith  and 
Sgt.-at-Arms  Dave  Murray  all  did  a  fine  job 
during  the  year. 


Two  Scholarships 

Dean  Ralph  H.  Green  of  the  Massachu- 
setts College  of  Optometry  has  announced 
that  Joseph  A.  Strauss  a  fourth  year  student 
and  Robert  E.  Brennan  a  second  year 
student  have  been  selected  to  receive  a 
$250.00  scholarship  established  by  the  New 
York  Alumni  Association  of  the  Massachu- 
setts College  of  Optometry.  Mr.  Strauss 
is  a  transfer  student  from  New  York 
University  and  Mr.  Brennan  is  a  transfer 
student  from  the  University  of  Maryland 
and  Utica  College  of  Syracuse  University. 


Patient  satisfaction 
with  Tillyer 
AOLITE  Lenses 


is  now 


Unconditionally 


Guaranteed 


American  Optical  Company, 
convinced  that  Tillyer 
AOLITE  Lenses  are  the  finest 
lenses  of  their  type  available, 
now  offers  this  guarantee  of 
complete  satisfaction : 

AOLITE  Single  Vision 
Guarantee 

If,  from  30  days  to  6  months 
after  the  date  of  the  original 
prescription  billing,  the  patient 
is  not  satisfied  with  his  or  her 
AOLITE  Single  Vision  lenses, 
they  may  be  returned  to  the 
laboratory  originally  furnishing 
them  and  the  identical 
prescription  will  be  duplicated 
free  of  charge  in  another  pair 
of  AOLITE  lenses  or  in 
Tillver  Single  Vision  glass. 


Domestic  Relations  Judge:  "Mrs.  Dildock, 
I  think  that  you  ought  to  give  your  husband 
a  divorce." 

Shop  Foreman's  Wife:  "What?  Why,  that 
rascal  made  me  miserable  for  twenty  years 
and  now  you  suggest  that  I  should  make 
him  happy?" 


American  f|  Optical 

COMPANY 

Since  1833  .  .  .  Better  Vision  for  Better  Living 
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During  the  weekend  of  April  30th,  the 
M.C.O.  safe  was  broken  into  and  21  dollars 
was  stolen.  The  theft  was  discovered 
Monday  morning  May  second  and  was 
accepted  with  a  typical  reaction-hysteria. 
Suspects  were  sought  and  Dr.  Foster 
Namias  was  the  first  to  find  a  likely  one. 
He  did  this  by  a  highly  complex,  ingenious 
method.  Before  calling  roll  he  announced 
that  anyone  absent  would  be  highly  suspect. 
Nonchalantly,  with  the  aplomb  born  of 
years  of  experience,  he  started  reading  the 
attendance  list.  With  great  self  control, 
using  a  well-modulated  voice,  he  read 
through  the  A's,  B's,  and  the  M's.  All 
were  present.  At  this  point  a  slight  furrow 
started  to  appear  across  his  brow.  For  a 
fleeting  moment  the  thought  crossed  his 
mind  that  perhaps  his  theory  was  wrong 
and  maybe  it  would  be  better  to  use  a  for- 
mula to  solve  the  case.  However,  he 
dismissed  this  thought  and  continued  on 
down  the  list.  Now  he  was  down  to  the 
T's  and  still  no  absentees.  An  air  of  extreme 
tenseness  now  hung  over  the  class. 
Thoughts  that  the  good  Dr.'s  theory  was 
wrong  were  starting  to  seep  into  the  heads 
of  the  better  students.  Suddenly  as  a  bolt 
from  the  blue  (whatever  that  means)  the 
name  "White"  was  uttered.  No  response. 
A  look  of  anticipation  came  across  the  Dr.'s 
face.  But  being  a  true  scientist,  the  Dr. 
refused  to  jump  at  conclusions.  Again  after 
a  resonable  pause  he  said  "White."  No 
response.  A  smile  of  triumph  flicked  across 
his  face  and  a  restoration  of  confidence  was 
felt  by  the  better  students  ( The  poorer 
students  were  still  sleeping.) 

The  next  suspect  was  a  man  of  extreme 
dignity  and  personal  appeal  —  Dr.  Harold 
Cline.  Again  the  suspect  was  ferreted  out 
by  Dr.  Namias.  Both  the  Drs.  were  stand- 
ing in  the  front  office  when  Dr.  Namias 
noticed  that  Dr.  Cline  was  leaning  against 
a  cabinet  from  which  some  stamps  had  been 
stolen.  Realizing  that  this  might  be 
obliterating  some  fingerprints  placed  there 
the  thieves,  Dr.  Namias  told  Dr.  Cline  to 
remove  his  hands.  With  an  embarassed 
grin,  Dr.  Cline  removed  his  hands  from  the 
cabinet.     Then  came   a   highly   suspicious 


move.  Trying  to  be  gay  and  pretending 
to  be  joking,  Dr.  Cline  gingerly  removed 
his  handkerchief  from  his  pocket  and  before 
Dr.  Namias  could  stop  him  proceeded  to 
wipe  off  fingerprints  from  the  cabinet. 
Quickly  using  the  formula  he  had  refused 
to  use  before,  Dr.  Namias  realized  that 
perhaps  this  was  all  part  of  a  masterplan 
created  by  Dr.  Cline  to  give  him  an  op- 
portunity to  eradicate  evidence  of  his  fin- 
gerprints put  there  during  the  theft.  The 
police  are  now  trying  to  match  a  sample 
of  snow  found  at  the  scene  with  samples 
taken  from  suspects. 

At  this  point,  I  receive  a  call  from  Com- 
munity Opticians  to  investigate  the  matter. 
Equipping  myself  with  a  plus  20,  I  sped 
to  the  scene.  The  place  was  a  shambles. 
After  viewing  the  evidence,  I  decided  to 
leave  the  solution  in  the  capable  hands  of 
the  female  part  of  the  school  —  Miss  Has- 
tings, Mrs.  Jackson,  Mrs.  Patten,  and  Miss 
Hagstrom.    All  I  can  say  is  lots  of  luck. 


National  and  State  Board  Results 

The  following  are  the  results  available  at 
press  time  to  the  Scope,  these  are  complete 
as  regards  the  National  Boards.  Of  the  21 
Seniors  of  last  year  who  took  the  National 
Boards,  sixteen  were  successful.  Those  who 
fell  short  of  the  mark  sometimes  did  so  due 
to  a  non-technical  course  having  to  do  with 
"Ethics.  Economics,  and  Practice  Manage- 
ment". 

Of  the  thirty  one  Juniors  of  last  year 
taking  Part  I  of  the  National  Boards,  twenty 
two  were  successful. 

As  regards  the  various  State  Boards,  the 
following  information  is  available. 

State  Taking     Passing 

Florida  3  2 

Connecticut  11 

Maryland  1  1 

Rhode  Island  3  3 

Massachusetts  10  10 

Maine  5  4 

New  York  9  6 

New  Hampshire         4  4 

After  giving  this  reporter  the  above  infor- 
mation the  Dean  added,  and  we  quote:  "This 
is  a  remarkably  good  record  as  shown  by  an 
almost  overwhelming  success  in  the  State 
Boards  and  a  noteworthy  showing  in  the 
National  Boards."  —  D.  M. 
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Reliability  means  proper 
corrected  curve  design,  focus 
accuracy,  fine  surface  quality  and 
freedom  from  minor  internal 
flaws.  It  means  full  range 
availability  of  powers  and 
absorptions.  You  get  all  these 
with  Orthogon  lenses.  For  a 
sound  practice,  standardize 
on  Orthogon  lenses. 


EYE   DISORDERS 

(Continued  from  page  2) 

The  group  with  visual  impairment  includes 
people  who  are  blind  in  one  eye  but  who 
have  a  very  small  amount  of  vision  in  the 
other  eye,  or  who  have  poor  vision  or  diffi- 
culty in  seeing  in  one  or  both  eyes. 

Factors  affecting  early  development  of 
the  eye  constitute  the  most  significant 
problems  in  preventing  blindness  in  children. 
A  study  was  conducted  of  4,426  blind  chil- 
dren of  school  age  and  the  results  showed 
that  in  87%  the  age  at  onset  of  blindness 
was  under  5  years.  About  52%  were  blind 
at  birth.  Many  others  who  became  blind  at 
an  early  age  were  affected  by  prenatal 
influences. 

Infectious  diseases  as  a  cause  of  blindness 
in  children  is  rapidly  decreasing  due  to  the 
increased  effectivity  of  public  health  meas- 
ures. Ophthalmia  neonatorium,  previously 
discussed  was  the  cause  of  28.2%  of  blind- 
ness in  children  in  1907.  By  1955  the 
incidence  of  this  affliction  among  pupils 
entering  schools  for  the  blind  had  declined 
to  0.1%. 

The   information   cited   in   this   report   is 


of  extreme  importance  in  the  field  of  Opto- 
metry, since  so  many  communicable  diseases 
are  interwoven  with  eye  disorders,  and  most 
noteworthy  is  the  statistic  that  diseases  of 
undermined  etiology  contributes  the  greatest 
percentage  of  blindness  to  Americans  each 
vear. 
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PAQE  ELEVEN 


Senior  Article 

by  GIL  SELLARS 

Calendars  seem  to  be  the  one  single  thing 
that  Seniors  have  on  their  minds  at  this 
time  of  the  year.  On  recent  visits  to  various 
Seniors'  apartments,  I  noticed  the  ever  pre- 
sent series  of  cross  marks  inching  toward 
the  target  date  of  June  10th.  The  two  re- 
maining obstacles  before  us  are  National 
Boards  and  finals.  Therefore  weekends  and 
evenings  are  now  filled  with  the  joys  of 
pondering  old  National  Board  examinations. 

The  Year  Book  staff  has  been  busy  putting 
together  a  book  which  we  feel  will  surpass 
any  previous  one.  Andy  Portoghese  has  been 
quite  successful  in  soliciting  advertising. 
Several  companies  have  increased  then- 
space;  and  two  new  contracts  are  signed.  The 
photography  is  being  done  by  George  Dick- 
son, a  professional.  Ken  Varnum  is  doing 
the  speciality  shots  of  the  Classes  and  School 
scenes.  All  copies  will  be  hard  bound  this 
year.  In  order  to  save  money,  we  arranged 
to  have  the  book  delivered  in  August,  thus 
receiving  a  late  delivery  discount.  As  a 
result  of  the  later  delivery,  graduation  will 
be  included. 

Bill  Gibbons  is  now  addressed  as  "Yes 
Sir"  and  "No  Sir"  since  he  received  his 
commission  in  the  Airforce.  Other  members 
of  the  Class  are  busy  writing  to  various 
Towns  to  select  a  good  spot  to  open.  How- 
ever, Uncle  Sam  will  gather  in  a  goodly 
group  for  six  months  or  so. 
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Sophomore  Sidelights 

by  MEL  NADELMAN 

Hello  there  again!  It's  been  a  while,  but 
here  we  are  again  with  some  more  bits  of 
wisdom  from  the  class  voted  the  most  likely 
to  be  juniors  next  years.  (We  hope).  The 
semester  is  really  rolling  along.  Soon  it  will 
be  Easter  vacation  time  and  then  finals  are 
upon  us  once  again.  Speaking  of  Easter,  I've 
just  received  a  message  from  the  Easter 
bunny  and  he  let  me  in  on  a  secret.  His 
friend  Santa  Claus  couldn't  make  it  to 
M.C.O.  because  of  an  unfortunate  delay 
(lazy  editors)  so  he  is  going  to  make  up  for 
it  by  giving  some  of  the  sophs  some  Easter 
presents.  I  got  a  look  at  his  list  and  this  is 
what  I  saw: 

To  Al  Bluhm  —  A  cup  of  Expresso  from 
that  coffee  shop  on  Brookline  Avenue  that 
never  opened. 

Jerry  Boll  —  A  box  of  the  right  kind  of 
starch  for  anatomy  lab. 

Bob  Brennen  —  A  one  way  ticket  to 
Copenhagen  or  Vienna  (his  choice). 

Maury  Butler  —  A  megaphone. 

Mike  Consiglio  —  Book  entitled  "S.F.T 
Made  Easy". 

Jim  Fantazian  —  A  suit  of  armor  to  pro- 
tect himself  on  his  way  home. 

Phil  Friedman  —  A  tool  repair  kit  to  fix 
power  failures  on  the  MTA. 

Mike  Gorman  —  The  five  points  he  lost  in 
G.  O.  last  semester. 

Jay  Hyman  —  Foam  rubber  bumpers  to 
keep  his  Sprite  in  one  piece. 

Jerry  Kass  —  An  I.B.M.  Computer  for 
G.  O.  tests. 

Benny  Lambert  —  1  foot. 

Larry  Murch  —  A  gold  engraved  attend- 
ance book. 

Carl  Murphy  —  A  Gray's  Anatomy  to  keep 
in  his  locker. 

Bob  North  —  A  20  point  night  on  the 
basketball  court  next  year. 

Al  Papineau  —  A  free  commuter's  ticket 
to  Needham. 

Chuck  Phillips  —  An  "A"  in  Mechanical 
Eyeball  drawing  I. 
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New  1960 DM  brings  you  taste...  more  taste... 

More  taste  by  far... 
yet  low  in  tar ! 

New,  free -flowing  Miracle  Tip  Only  the  I960  CM  ■  Frees  up  flavor 

Unlocks  natural  tobaCCO  flaVOr!  other  filters  squeeze  in!  ■  Checks  tars  without 

That's  why  L'M  can  blend  fine  tobaccos  choking  taste!  ■  Gives  you  the  full,  exciting  flavor 

not  to  suit  a  filter .  ..but  to  suit  your  taste!  of  the  world's  finest,  naturally  mild  tobaccos! 


«M959  Liggett  i  Myers  Tobacco  Co. 


FILTERS 

LIGGETT  4  MYERS  TOBACCO  CO. 


More  taste  by  far... yet  low  in  tar.. ..And  they  said  "It  couldn't  be  done!" 


